AGENDA ITEM #5.1

City of
Pequot
Lakes=—

REPORT TO
CITY COUNCIL

Report Prepared by: Nancy Malecha

Date:  February 2, 2016

Subject: Ski Trails at Wilderness Road & Mayo Lake
Nature Preserve

Report: At the November 3™ City Council Meeting, Mike
Loven informed the Council that Tom Beaver has
suggestions for ski trails at Wilderness Road and Mayo
Lake Nature Preserve. The following is an excerpt of the
minutes from this Meeting.

Ski Trails — Wilderness Road & Mayo Lake Nature Preserve
Mike Loven informed the Council that he has spoken to Tom
Beaver previously about the maintenance of ski trails along
Wilderness Road. Mr. Loven addressed his concern with the
Council of the ski trails along Wilderness Road not being on
City land and the City does not have a grooming machine. He
further noted that if ski trails are established in the Mayo Lake
Nature Preserve that the land would need to be surveyed.




It was the consensus of the Council to contact Mr. Beaver when
he returns in December to attend a future Council meeting to
discuss this issue.

Mr. Beaver will be present to discuss his suggestions with
the Council as referenced on the attached letter and maps.
He will also inform the Council on discussions he has had
with representatives from the Pequot Lakes School about

this subject.

Council Action Requested: Council discussion and
possible direction to Staff on Mr. Beaver’s suggestions for
ski trails.




To: Pequot Lakes City Council

From: Tom Beaver

Date: October 15, 2015

Re: winter use of Mayo Lake Nature Preserve

I write this memo with some suggestions for winter recreation using the newly acquired Mayo Lake property as
well as the Wilderness Road County and State lands that I have maintained and trailed with the County’s and

State’s blessing.

The DNR supports the Wilderness Road trails and has signed said trails but will not put them on their trail maps
because they are not managed by a club or unit of government. I created said trails out of a love for cross
country skiing. I was a coach of the sport for 27 years and it’s in my Norwegian blood. However, I am 80
years old and there will come a time when trail grooming will be beyond my abilities. The DNR needs more
permanency in the responsibility for a trail site than a single individual. A ski club could be an option, along
with a Pequot High School cross country ski team. I will pursue this with them.

The Wilderness Road trail is only two miles of easy terrain and would not be enough for advanced skiing.
Developing the Mayo Lake property would create a large trail system, one suitable for recreation and ski racing.
Creating ski trails on the Mayo Lake property would not be expensive. We would work with the existing
terrain. It would involve tree and brush removal and some leveling. Several area skiers and I are very capable
of creating good trails which would cost the city nothing. Many trail setters and I use inexpensive homemade
trail sleds (I have two of them) and a heavy duty snowmobile such as an Arctic Cat Bearcat, which I use on the
Wilderness Road trails.

So, which comes first — skiers or trails? We all know that answer: “Build it and they will come.”

If the City chooses to expand its park system to include skiing and snowshoing on groomed trails, I am willing
to head up trail planning, talk to the school about ski teams, and pursue a club to work on the trails.

We will be in Florida from October 23 to December 14 or 15, then we’ll be back at home on Lower Cullen
Lake for the hopefully snowy winter. I hope this will give you time to ponder my suggestion. If you decide to
discuss it, we can set up a time

Tom Beaver ‘ ﬂW

218-568-5904 (until 10/23 and 12/15)
218-831-6318 (cell)
beaver@uslink.net




These data are provided on an "AS-IS" basis,
without warranty of any type, expressed or implied,
including but not limited to any warranty as to their
performance, merchantability, or fitness for any
particular purpose.

Mayo Park Trails

This map is not a substitute for accurate field surveys or for locating actual property lines and any adjacent features.

Date: 1/21/2016
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