
Zoning Administrator's Report

A.  October Permits:  The following permits were issued over the last
month by the Zoning Department:

1.   Gregg& Rachel Gerhartz, 27022 West Twin Lake Drive, for a new home and
garage;

2.  Mike& Lori Nash, 3589 Rickard Road, for a new home and garage;
3.  Roxanne Soukup, 31158 County Road 112, to enclose entryway;
4.  Rich Boschee, 27326 West Twin Lake Drive, for an accessory structure

addition;

5.  Brent arson, 27204 West Twin Lake Drive, for a 50% addition;

6.  David Fogel, 6952 Ninth Avenue SW, for a new home and garage;
7.  Babinski Properties, State Highway 371, for office buildings;
8.  Wilderness Point Resort, LLC, 6338 Wilderness Road, for a new twinhome;
9.  Wilderness Point Resort, LLC, 6340 Wilderness Road, for a new twinhome;
10. Pat Kiffineyer, 4560 Engen Road, for an addition;
11. Stellar Properties LLC, State Highway 371, for grading.

There have been 17 new homes permitted in 2016.

The chart below depicts the number of applications received by the Zoning
Office through October.
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B.  Correspondence:  Your Staff sent the following correspondence since
the last meeting:
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1.   October 19 letter to the American Legion regarding digital display sign;
2.  October 19 letter to B & K Rentals 1001 LLC, regarding For Sale sign;
3.  October 25 letter to Chris and Ronda Disch regarding Ordinance

Amendment;

4.  October 25 letter to Thomas P. Peterson regarding Metes and Bounds
Subdivision;

5.  October 25 letter to Steve Fester regarding Variance extension;
6.  October 25 letter to Nancy and Mervin Kiryluik regarding Metes and Bounds

Subdivision.

C.  Council Meeting Notes:
An excerpt from the November 1 Council Meeting are included:

4.       Open Forum

Tara Bunde from Leslie' s Clothing, 31024 County Road 112, Pequot Lakes,
addressed the Council.  Ms. Bunde noted that she has owned Leslie' s for six

years and business was down this summer.  She was recently informed that
billboards are not allowed along the new highway alignment by the CSAH 11
interchange according to the City's zoning ordinances relating to off-site
signs.  Ms. Bunde noted that she wanted to bring this up before the Council
as she is interested in placing a billboard at this location.

Council Member Akerson stated that billboards are not allowed because the

City could not control what is placed on the billboards as it could not be
limited to Pequot Lakes and Breezy Point businesses.

Council Member Pederson noted that signage directing people into Pequot
Lakes will be something the City will be examining but those parameters are
unknown at this time.  Council Member Pederson further noted that the City
recognizes the need to having some type of community identifier along the
new highway alignment.

Mayor Sjoblad informed Ms. Bunde that she may want to contact MnDOT to
find out what signage is allowable in their right of way.

Council Member Loukota informed Ms. Bunde that only certain amenities
are allowed to be listed on a general service sign and this is something the
City is looking into.

Jason Baca, 32514 County Road 112, Pequot Lakes, addressed the
Council.  Mr. Baca noted he is upset by the excessive police coverage he
sees in the community as he views this as police harassment and he further
asked the Council to deny any future TZD state welfare programs.  Mr. Baca

noted that he would like to see the police budget decreased to a per capita
income of$ 175 per person which would reduce the police budget to
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392,000 plus contracts and the savings generated could be used for
commercial tax reduction, incentives for future business growth, to fix old
roads, and to plant some more shade trees in the City park.  Mr. Baca

further noted the City should look at subcontracting for City services as he
can charge less per hour than what City workers are being paid.  Mr. Baca

noted that he is being screwed by the City with the amount of taxes he pays
and would like to be annexed out of the City.

Council Member Pederson questioned why Mr. Baca wants to be annexed
out of the City to any other local entity but yet he is willing to run for City
Council.  Council Member Pederson further noted that the numbers Mr.

Baca presented are wrong and he does not take into consideration
information on business and seasonal taxpayers.

5.       Presentations

5. 1.     Highway 371 Expansion Project Update

Randy Shoen from Mathiowetz Construction updated the Council on the
Highway 371 Expansion Project.  Mr. Shoen noted that tarring should finish
up this week.  County Road 11 is now open and street lights on this bridge
will be placed next week.  The north leg of County Road 107 will open up
this week along with the north end of the project.  Mr. Shoen further noted

that May 15, 2017 is the expected date for the new alignment to be opened
up.

Jim Park questioned the Council on the reasons why they did not file for the
office of mayor in the upcoming election as this race is unopposed.  Mayor

Sjoblad noted that when things are running smoothly there is not much
interest.  Council Member Pederson stated that his past experience with

Nancy Adams as mayor was a positive one and he chose to file for council
member instead.  Council Member Loukota explained that he is in the
middle of his first term and it is still a learning opportunity for him.  Council

Member Akerson noted the time commitment involved with being mayor is
not something he can commit to.  Council Member Karr noted that some of

the mayoral duties have now been shifted to the City Administrator position
and that word of this has not gotten out to those who may be interested.

10. 1.   2017 Preliminary Budget & Tax Rate Review

Nancy Malecha informed the Council of the following changes to the 2017
preliminary budget as updated information has been received warranting
these changes.

Decrease the Employer Share— Health Insurance expenditures by $8,340
as the City has been notified of a 0% increase in health insurance premiums
for 2017.
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Increase the State Aid— Police revenue by $ 2,960 due to an increase in this
revenue received in 2016.

Increase the Library Office Supplies expenditure by$ 1, 000 for additional
computer purchases.

Add the General Fund Savings of$ 9, 580 to the Highway 371 Fund for
future maintenance and improvements.

Ms. Malecha noted that with the changes, the City' s preliminary general
revenue tax levy will remain at$ 1, 581, 823 which equates to a 3% increase.
This will decrease the City's tax rate from 57. 118% to 56.473%.

COUNCIL MEMBER LOUKOTA MOVED TO ACCEPT THE PROPOSED
CHANGES TO THE 2017 PRELIMINARY BUDGET AND DIRECTS STAFF
TO PRESENT THIS UPDATED INFORMATION AT THE DECEMBER 6TH
TRUTH IN TAXATION COUNCIL MEETING.  COUNCIL MEMBER
AKERSON SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED 5-0.

11.     Other Business

Nancy Malecha informed the Council that a special event permit application
has been received from Warm Springs Productions to film the downtown
Pequot Lakes area and East Twin Lake area.  This will take place on

November 4th and November 8th and the footage may be used for an HGTV
show titled Log Cabin Living which will air in the Spring.

D.  Potential Violations/ Enforcement Actions: The City
Staff is currently working on the following potential violations/ enforcement
actions. We will report on each of these each month until they are resolved to the
satisfaction of the Planning Commission.

Virgil Dahl— The Police Chief and City Administrator/ Clerk began their site
visits. ( 10/ 06 to present)

John and Barbara Derksen— Exterior storage. Enforcement has begun.

5/ 13)

Cathi McBryde— Exterior storage. Enforcement has begun.  (5/ 13)

Carter McAnnich — Exterior storage and abandoned vehicles. Enforcement
has begun.  (5/ 13)

Stewart Austin— Lawn.  (Bank Owned) The lawn has been mowed.  Staff
will monitor.  (9/ 15)

Diane Koval— Exterior storage.  (4/ 16)
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