CHAPTER 9 - LICENSE AND BUSINESS REGULATIONS

ARTICLE 2. REGULATING THE KEEPING OF DOGS

Section 9-2.1. DEFINITIONS

1. Owner. Any person, firm, corporation, organization, or department owning,
keeping, harboring or acting as custodian of a dog or dogs.

2. At Large. The dog is off the property of the person, firm, corporation,
organization, or department owning, keeping, or harboring said animal, and the dog is not
under restraint.

3. Dog. All dogs over six (6) months of age.

4 Under Restraint. The dog is on the premises of the person, firm, corporation,
organization, or department owning, keeping, or harboring the animal, if it is at heel
beside a person having custody of it, if it is obedient to that person’s command, if it is
within a private motor vehicle of a person, owning, keeping or harboring the animal, or if
it is controlled by a leash not exceeding six (6) feet in length.

5. Animal Control Officer. That person appointed by the City Council to enforce
this Chapter, and shall include any person serving as “Deputy Animal Control Officer.”

6. Dog House. Dog house shall mean a dog house as defined in Minn. Stat. §343.40,
as amended.

Section 9-2.2. POSITION OF ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER

The position of Animal Control Officer is hereby established and the Chief of Police or designee
shall serve as the Animal Control Officer. He or she shall be appointed by the City Council.
Nothing contained herein shall prevent the City Council from contracting with a person to
provide such services. The Animal Control Officer is hereby authorized and empowered to issue
citations for violations of the Chapter.

Section 9-2.3. DUTIES OF THE ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER

The Animal Control Officer shall perform the following duties:

1. Capture, seize and deliver to any designated pound any dog running at large
within the City of Pequot Lakes.

2. Investigate all reported incidents wherein a dog has bitten a person and confirm
that said animal is quarantined as required herein.

Section 9-2.4. DOG HOUSES, FOOD AND WATER




1. As to dog houses, Minnesota Statute §343.40, is adopted by reference as if fully
set forth herein.

2. A dog must be provided with food and water of sufficient quantity and quality to
satisfy the animal’s needs.

Section 9-2.5. ANIMALS RUNNING AT LARGE

No dog shall be permitted to run at large within the limits of the City.

Section 9-2.6. IMPOUNDING OF DOGS RUNNING AT LARGE

The designated Animal Control Officer may take possession of any dog found running at large
within the City of Pequot Lakes. Upon taking possession of any such dog, the designated
Animal Control Officer shall make reasonable attempts to notify the dog’s owner, and if the dog
has the identification required by Section 9-2.7 showing proof of the rabies vaccination required
by Section 9-2.12, the designated Animal Control Officer may return the dog to its owner. If the
dog does not have the identification required by Section 9-2.7 showing proof of the rabies
vaccination required by Section 9-2.12, or if it’s not otherwise possible to return the dog to its
owner, the designated Animal Control Officer shall have the dog impounded. A dog so
impounded shall be held by the pound master for a maximum of seven (7) days, and may be
reclaimed by its owner within that time by payment to the pound master of the impounding fees
and providing proof of compliance with the identification and rabies vaccination requirements of
this Chapter.

An impounded dog displaying a need for medical care may be taken to a veterinarian for
emergency treatment. The owner of the animal is responsible for payment of expenses incurred
as a result of the veterinarian’s treatment.

If the owner of the dog refuses to pick up the impounded dog from the pound master, the owner
shall be required to reimburse the City for any costs associated with the impoundment and
housing of the dog.

Section 9-2.7. IDENTIFICATION TAGS AND PROOF OF RABIES VACCINE

The owner of any dog kept within the City of Pequot Lakes, six (6) months of age or older, shall
securely attach to the dog’s collar in such a manner that the tag may be easily seen by the
officers of the City of Pequot Lakes (1) an identification tag or plate containing the owner’s
name and telephone number; and (2) a tag or plate evidencing the rabies vaccination required by
Section 9-2.12. Alternatively, an owner may cause the dog to be micro chipped in such a manner
that the identification and proof of rabies vaccine information required herein is retrievable
electronically.



Any dog less than six (6) months of age must have an identifying tag or plate containing the
owner’s name and telephone number permanently affixed to the collar of the dog in such a
manner that the tag may be easily seen by the officers of the City of Pequot Lakes.

Section 9-2.8. DISPOSITION OF UNCLAIMED ANIMALS

Any dog which is not claimed as provided in this Chapter after seven (7) days of impounding
may be sold to anyone desiring to purchase the animal. The Animal Control Officer shall
determine the price, which shall reflect the breed of dog and the impoundment cost. Any animal
which is not claimed by the owner or sold may be euthanized and buried at the direction of the
pound master.

Section 9-2.9. POUND

The City Council may designate as the pound or animal shelter, a suitable kennel or other animal
facility, either within or outside the City limits of the City of Pequot Lakes.

Section 9-2.10. DANGEROUS DOGS

1. The provisions of Minn. Stat. §§ 347.50 to 347.565 are adopted by reference and
govern dangerous dogs and potentially dangerous dogs in the City of Pequot Lakes, and
the Chief of Police, or his/her designee, shall be responsible for enforcing those statutes,
as the same may be amended from time to time.

2. The Chief of Police or his/her designee, upon concluding that a dog is a
dangerous dog or potentially dangerous dog, shall proceed as follows:

A. Notify the owner by personal delivery or registered mail that the dog has
been declared to be dangerous or potentially dangerous as defined in
Minnesota Statutes and the factual basis for such determination. Notices
of dangerous dog declaration shall advise the owner of the dog of any
applicable registration requirements or other restrictions or requirements
imposed by statute, and shall additionally advise the owner of the dog that
he/she may request a hearing before the City Council to contest the
declaration by requesting such a hearing in writing submitted to_the City
Clerk within fourteen (14) days after the owner’s receipt of the notice.

B. If the owner does not request a hearing to contest a dangerous dog
declaration, or any prior potentially dangerous dog declaration for the dog,
as applicable, within fourteen (14) days after receipt of said notice, and
does not otherwise comply with the registration and other requirements of
Minn. Stat. §§ 347.50 to 347.565, as amended, then the Chief of Police or
his/her designee shall immediately seize_the dangerous dog and dispose of
the same as authorized by law.

C. If the owner does request a hearing to contest a dangerous dog declaration
pursuant to subparagraph A herein or any prior potentially dangerous dog



declaration for the dog, as applicable, then the City Clerk shall place the
matter before the City Council within fourteen (14) days after the City’s
receipt of such request. The owner may present evidence in opposition to
the designation of his/her dog as dangerous. The Chief of Police or his/her
designee shall present evidence to the City Council that supports his
determination that the dog is dangerous or potentially dangerous.
Following the hearing, the City Council shall make a determination of
facts and issue an order as to whether such dog is properly characterized
as dangerous. If the City Council affirms the dangerous dog declaration,
the owner shall comply with the registration and other requirements of
Minn. Stat. §§ 347.50 to 347.565, as amended, within fourteen (14) days
of such order.

Section 9-2.11. VARIOUS OFFENSES

1. No person shall keep or harbor a dog which habitually barks, yelps, howls, cries
or whimpers so as to unreasonably disturb the peace and quiet of any person in the
vicinity. The phrase “unreasonably disturb the peace and quiet” shall include but is not
limited to, the creation of any noise by a dog which can be heard by any person,
including a law enforcement officer, from a location at least 75 feet from the building or
premises where the dog is being kept, and such noise occurs over at least a five (5)
minute period of time, with one (1) minute or less lapses of time between each dog noise
during the said five (5) minute period.

2. It shall be considered a nuisance for any dog to frequent school grounds or parks;
to chase vehicles; to worry, chase, or molest any persons, if such person is not on the
property of the owner of the dog; to worry, chase, or molest any persons traveling
peaceably on the public road; or to molest, defile or destroy any property, public or
private. Failure on the part of the owner to prevent his/her dog from committing an act of
nuisance shall be subject to the penalties hereinafter provided.

3. It is unlawful for any unauthorized person to break open the pound, to attempt to
do so or to take or let out any dog therefrom, or to take or attempt to take from any
officer any dog taken up by an officer in compliance with this Chapter, or in any manner
to interfere with or hinder such officer in the discharge of duties under this Chapter.

4. It is unlawful to counterfeit or attempt to counterfeit the identification tags
required in Section 9-2.7, or to take from any dog a tag legally placed upon it by its

owner with the intention of placing it upon another dog.

5. Anyone walking their dog will be responsible for the prompt clean-up of the
dogs’ excrement and for its proper disposal.

Section 9-2.12. VACCINATION: RABIES; PROCEDURE




1. Vaccination Required. Every dog six (6) months of age and older, at the expense
of the owner, shall maintain a current rabies vaccination at all times, and the owner shall
comply with the identification and proof of rabies vaccine requirements of Section 9.2-7.

2. Rabies Proclamation. Whenever the prevalence of rabies renders such action
necessary to protect the public’s health and safety, the City Council, upon advice of the
Crow Wing County Health Officer, shall issue a proclamation declaring such emergency.
Any dog running at large during the time fixed in the proclamation and suspected of
being rabid, may be euthanized by the Pequot Lakes Police Department without notice to
the owner.

3. Certification. Every owner of a dog shall obtain from the dog’s veterinarian, at
the time of vaccinating any dog, a certificate of rabies vaccination, which certificate shall
include the following information:

A. Owner’s name and address;
B. Description of the animal;
C. Date of vaccination and vaccination expiration date; and
D. Signature of the veterinarian.
4. Application; Temporary. This Chapter does not apply to dogs which:
A. Are owned by a person temporarily remaining within the City of Pequot

Lakes for less than thirty (30) days within any year;

B. Are brought into the City for field trials or show purposes;
or,

C. Are used for hunting in the State of Minnesota for less than thirty (30)
days, within any year.

5. Unvaccinated Dog Bites Person. Any dog suspected of being afflicted with rabies
which has not been vaccinated in accordance with this Section that has bitten a person or
caused an abrasion of the skin of such person, shall be seized and impounded for a period
of not less than ten (10) days. If, upon examination by a veterinarian, the dog has no
signs of rabies at the end of the impoundment, then it may be released to the owner. If
the veterinarian determines that the dog is rabid, then said animal shall be euthanized.

6. Vaccinated Dog Bites Person. Any dog vaccinated in accordance with this
Section which has bitten a person shall be confined by the owner or at the city pound for
a period of ten (10) days, at which time the dog shall be examined by a licensed
veterinarian, then the dog may be released from confinement to its owner. If the
veterinarian determines that the dog is rabid, then said animal shall be euthanized.




7. Dog Bitten by a Rabid Animal. In the case of a dog that has been bitten by a
rabid animal, the following rules shall apply:

A. Unvaccinated Animals.

(1).  Inthe case of dogs which have not been vaccinated in accordance
with this Chapter which have been bitten by a known rabid animal,
said bitten dog shall be euthanized upon written consent of the
owner.

(2).  If the owner is unwilling to have the bitten dog euthanized, strict
isolation of the dog in a kennel under veterinarian supervision for a
minimum of six (6) months shall be required. The owner of the
dog shall be responsible for the expense thereof.

B. Vaccinated Animals. If the bitten dog is vaccinated in accordance with
the provisions of this Section, the dog shall be held as follows:

(1).  The dog shall immediately be revaccinated and confined at the
owner’s home for a period of thirty (30) days following
revaccination; or,

(2).  If the dog is not immediately revaccinated, the animal shall be
confined in strict isolation in a kennel for six (6) months under the
supervision of a veterinarian. The owner of the dog shall be
responsible for the expense thereof.

Section 9-2.13. PENALTY FOR VIOLATION

1. Any person who is found to be in violation of this Article shall be guilty of a petty
misdemeanor.
2. Any person who harbors a dangerous dog in violation to the provisions of this

Article shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.
3. Alternatively the City may impose an administrative fine for violations of this
Article. The administrative fine shall be established by the City annually through the

Ordinance Establishing Fees and Charges, as amended from time to time by ordinance.

Section 9-2.14. RIGHT OF ENTRY

Authorized city personnel have the right to enter upon a premises at reasonable times for
the purpose of discharging their duties imposed by this Chapter when there is reasonable belief
that a violation of this Chapter has been committed.



