MINUTES
PEQUOT LAKES PLANNING COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
JUNE 20, 2013

PRESENT: Deb Brown and James Oraskovich. ABSENT: Mark Hallan, Cheri
Seils, Scott Snyder and Wes Wilson.

CITY PLANNER: Justin Burslie, Community Growth Institute
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR: Dawn Bittner

COUNCIL LIAISONS: Jerry Akerson and Dave Sjoblad

GATEWAY DISCUSSION:
Mr. Burslie explained the Memo for the CSAH 11 Gateway had been approved by
the City Council and forwarded to the Crow Wing County Highway Department.

Photo 1: Mr. Burslie pointed out this section of road is at the south end of the
City where it will remain a road for higher speed traffic.

Photo 2 is the current intersection of Highway 371, County Road 168 and County
Road 107. Mark Jurchen, representing the Chamber, stated this area has the
greatest potential for commercial development, gas stations, etc. to tie into 371.
Restaurants and gas stations may want to relocate.

Photo 3 is a transition point where the road could turn into a street. Council
Member Sjoblad suggested narrowing the right-of-way so land along trail could
have room for development.

Photo 4 is the intersection of Highway 371 and CSAH 11, the central focal point of
the City. The driving lanes should be narrowed to allow more development on
both sides. The stop light should be removed.

Pedestrian traffic was discussed. Without the signal light safe pedestrian
crossings need to be developed. Overhead walkways could be used, similar to the
one in Baxter. It was pointed out that these are very expensive, as well as
tunnels. A traffic study should be completed after the new highway is
constructed to see what type of device is needed.

School traffic will be an issue without the traffic light. The traffic today going
back and forth to and from the school will probably increase.

The City needs to focus on this core area.
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Photo 6 is the intersection of Highway 371 and County Road 17. This area should
transition from street to road, with faster moving traffic and less intersections.

When taking on something as enormous as this, the City will need to take the
time to thoroughly analyze all aspects.

Mr. Burslie stated he will provide a map next month indicating where the road
and street sections would be. It was suggested to contact the stakeholders along
the areas where right-of-way would be narrowed to offer input.

The meeting was called to order by Vice-Chair Brown at 7:00 p.m.

PUBLIC HEARINGS: None

ADDITIONS OR DELETIONS TO AGENDA: None

OPEN FORUM: None

NEW BUSINESS:

a. Metes and Bounds Subdivision, Patricia Dittes, applicant

Due to the fact there was not a quorum of Planning Commission Members, Mrs.
Dittes was instructed to request a Special Meeting of the Planning Commission to
make a decision on her application.

b. Douglas & Linda Cooper, Shoreline Restoration

Mr. Burslie explained the Staff Report. The Coopers have documented their work
to satisfy the agreement made September 20, 2012. Staff will visit the property
this summer to verify the plantings are alive. No action is necessary at this time.
Planning Commission Member Oraskovich offered to attend the site visit.

Although marigolds and zinnias are not particularly native plantings, the Coopers
are attempting to establish growth in the rip rap. Staff will notify the Coopers of
the site visit.

OLD BUSINESS: None.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
No quorum.
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ZONING ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:

Bittner pointed out the 12 permits issued as well as the 19 letters, Memos or
emails sent or received.

The following Potential Violations/Enforcement Actions were discussed:

1. Virgil Dahl — Mr. Dahl stated he will complete items on agreement by July
1;

2. Nathan Walberg — Mr. Walberg will apply for a CUP;

3. Eve Beebe — Ms. Beebe having difficult time hiring a barge to float fish
house away;

4. Cathi McBryde — Some items have been removed, Staff will monitor;

5. Carter McAnnich — Some vehicles had been removed, Staff will monitor.

ADJOURNMENT:

The meeting was adjourned at 7:19 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Dawn Bittner
Zoning Administrator
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