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Agenda Date: 9/2/2025

Agenda Section: New Business

Department: Administration

Agenda Item: Patriot Ave. — ROW Vacation Request
Approval Required: Simple majority vote.

BACKGROUND

The City has received a formal request from the owners of Aurora Automotive, Fish-Lectronics, and Crow
Wing Auto Body to consider allowing them to reclaim or utilize the public right-of-way located directly in
front of their businesses. The stated purpose is to expand their usable space for business development,
such as additional parking, signage, or landscaping improvements.

Summary of Request

The business owners have identified the right-of-way along the west side of the highway corridor as
currently underutilized. They note that:

e The space is maintained by the businesses already (e.g., mowing and upkeep).
e The land was originally reserved in anticipation of a potential four-lane expansion, which is no
longer planned due to the highway bypass.

Considerations
Before any decision is made, the following items should be reviewed:

1. Ownership and Legal Status of Right-of-Way
o Confirm whether the City, County, or State holds the right-of-way easement.
o Determine whether the land can legally be vacated or leased for private use.
2. Zoning and Land Use Compatibility
o Assess how the proposed uses (parking, signage, landscaping) align with current zoning
ordinances and comprehensive plans.
3. Traffic and Safety Implications
o Evaluate whether modifying or eliminating part of the right-of-way affects future
transportation planning.
4. Equity and Precedent
o Consider whether granting this request would create a precedent for other businesses or
properties along the same corridor or elsewhere in the city.

Any decision should carefully weigh the long-term public interest and broader planning goals.

If approved to proceed, the applicants will be required to submit a $1,000 escrow deposit. Any costs
beyond this amount will be billed accordingly. The City will cover its own staff time incurred during the
review process.
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COUNCIL ACTION REQUESTED

Motion to either:
e Approve proceeding with the Patriot Avenue Vacation ROW request, or

e Deny the Patriot Avenue Vacation ROW request.



To Whom it may concern,

The owners of Aurora Automotive, Fish-Lectronics, and Crow Wing Auto Body would like to
have the council consider allowing us to reclaim the “right of way” in front of our
businesses to allow for growth and increased business visibility.

Currently, our businesses have limited space and having this area to use would be
beneficial for either extra parking, signage, and/or land improvements.

We understand that the right of way on the west side was saved for the possibility of the 4
lane running through, but since the highway was bypassed, that land is now “dead space”.
We also do mow it anyways as it helps our city workers by giving them one less project to
worry about and it helps keep our business frontage looking nice.

Please see the attached photo to understand the rough dimensions of area that we are
discussing.

Thank you for your consideration!

Signed,

Juds tagnaro, Aurora Automotive
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Trevor Lang, Greg Seils, Crow Wing Aute Body
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Andy Kratochvil, Fish-Lectronics
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