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AGENDA ITEM # 5b 

 
 

 
 

REPORT TO PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

Report Prepared by:  Thomas Roloff, AICP – Sourcewell  

         
Date:    September 17th, 2025 
 
Subject: Rural Residential Lot Size  
 
Report: Per the direction of the Planning Commission at the August 2025 Planning 
Commission meeting, this report will outline current lot size regulations for the Rural 
Residential Zone within the City of Pequot Lakes, provide Crow Wing County’s definition of and 
lot criteria for various “residential” zones, and offer discussion points for potential Ordinance 
amendments that may be processed during a formal public hearing.  
 
 
1) City of Pequot Lakes Current Definitions/Regulations:  
 

Section 17-5.6 RURAL RESIDENTIAL (RR) 

1. Purpose and Intent: To provide a zoning classification that 
allows for low-density residential development. Development in this 
zone is without municipal utility service and with only limited 
demand for accessibility. Rural Residential zoning should be used to 
preserve rural character. 

2. Compatibility: The Rural Residential zone is compatible 
with and can be established adjacent to Forest Management and 
Agriculture zones, but may not be completely surrounded by those 
zones. The Rural Residential zone must be adjacent to land zoned 
Rural Residential, Transition Residential, Light Industrial or 
Commercial. The Rural Residential zone may be established next to 
the Shoreline Residential zone or the Water Resource zone. 

 
3. Lot, Use and Density Requirements. 

Lot Width - feet, minimum ..................................................................... 200 
Buildable Lot Area - acres, minimum .......................................................... 5 
Setback, right-of-way, local streets - feet, minimum .................................. 50 
Setback, right-of-way, collector and arterial streets 
- feet, minimum .......................................................................................... 50 
Setback, side - feet, minimum .................................................................... 25 
Setback, corner side - feet, minimum ....................................................... 40 
Setback, sign - feet, minimum ...................................................................... 1 
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Setback, wetland - feet, minimum ............................................................. 30 
Maximum impervious coverage ............................................................. 20% 
Maximum Building Height - feet................................................................ 25 
Maximum Flag Pole Height – feet ............................................................ 30 
Maximum animal unit per acre ……………………………………………………..0.5 

    

 
 
 
2) Crow Wing County “Rural Residential”  
 

 

 
 
 
 
3) Lot Width/Acreages within other zones – City of Pequot Lakes  
 
A broad overview of the various lot width & acreage minimums within the City is provided 
below:  
 

 Forest Management – 10 acre minimum, 5 acres buildable, 300’ width  
 Agriculture – 20 acre minimum, 500’ width  
 Transition Residential – 1 acre minimum, 100’ width  
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 Urban Residential – 6,250 sq ft minimum (sewered) 20,000 sq ft minimum 
(unsewered), 50’ width 

 Downtown Mixed Use – 2,250 sq ft minimum, 25’ width  
 Patriot Development – 10,000 sq ft minimum, 50’ width  

 
Planning Commission Direction: The Planning Commission may review the information 
above and inform staff of questions or concerns related to the information.  Residential Zoning 
lot configurations are highly local and “customized” within Zoning Ordinances for surrounding 
communities and may not offer a clear “standard” for relevant lot criteria.   
 
The City’s Comprehensive Plan provides “a unified vision for the city as well as a framework for 
achieving that vision over the next decade” as stated on page 3 of the 2018 Comprehensive Plan.  
Considerations for Community Character, Housing, Natural Resources, & Growth can be found 
within the Comprehensive Plan for reference.  
 
 
This report is for referential purposes only, no proposed changes or amendments have been 
formally introduced to City Council.  
 


