
SPECIAL MEETING OF THE PEQUOT LAKES CITY COUNCIL
TUESDAY, MAY 12, 2020

PEQUOT LAKES CITY HALL

Members Present:     Mayor Tayloe and Council Member Seils attended in person.  Council

Members Akerson, Pederson, and Swanson attended virtually via Zoom.

Staff Present:    Nancy Malecha, City Administrator and Angie Duus, City Clerk/Treasurer
attending in person. Kate Peterson, Police Officer( virtually via Zoom).

1. Call Meetinca to Order

Mayor Tayloe called the special meeting of the Pequot Lakes City Council to order at
5: 00 p. m.

2. Consider Aqenda

COUNCIL MEMBER SEILS MOVED TO APPROVE THE AGENDA AS PRESENTED.
COUNCIL MEMBER SWANSON SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED 5-0.

Nancy Malecha stated that at the May 5th City Council meeting, the Council requested a
special meeting to consider a resolution similar to the City of Lakefield.  She said the
City of Lakefield adopted a resolution declaring their City as a constitutional and
business friendly community which is included in the packet. Ms. Malecha stated that
she took it word for word from the City of Lakefield except changing the City name. She
stated the Council also directed her to receive advisement from the City Attorney on the
issue. She stated the City Attorney urges the Council to strongly consider any potential
legal and political issues with this resolution and its potential impact on tourism. She also
said the Council may want to consider revising the resolution to have a more positive
tone towards supporting local residents and businesses while also following the
guidelines from the CDC.

Council Member Pederson stated since the City of Lakefield document kind of pointed
out a Constitutional argument versus supporting our businesses he felt uncomfortable
therefore he offered up an altemative resolution.  He believes his draft addresses what

the City Attorney was talking about with having a more positive tone towards supporting
our local residents and businesses as well while following the guidelines from the CDC.
He said he would like to see the Council go in that direction since he is not a fan of the
verbatim from the Lakefield declaration.  Mayor Tayloe stated that he likes Council
Member Pederson' s resolution draft better and it makes more sense. Council Member

Pederson stated that his resolution draft is all about supporting businesses while still
maintaining and promoting the practices and guidelines that they have been given about
social distancing and safety. 

Council Member Akerson asked if it is illegal for businesses to open.  Ms. Malecha

stated that the Executive Order from the Governor is that they cannot open at this time.
Council Member Akerson asked if it is a law then when the Governor puts in an

Executive Order.  Council Member Pederson stated that it is being challenged by the
numerous cities and people because it is an argument about Constitutional rights. He
also stated that it is an area he does not want to get into because he is not a
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Constitutional lawyer or anything. Council Member Akerson stated that he does not want
to get anyone in trouble and he does not thing the Council can make that decision.
Council Member Pederson stated that laws cannot be made by a single person but
proclamations can be made as well as emergency orders.  He stated that the orders and

whether they are followed or not can always be challenged.  He also stated that only the
legislators can make laws and this is not a law but it is a Governor's Order.

Police Officer Kate Petersen stated that from what she has read and what she has

looked into is the penalty for violating an executive order is a thousand dollar fine or
ninety days in jail.  She stated that they are not seeing law enforcement from Crow wing
enforcing it at this moment and they are not seeing some of the neighboring agencies
enforcing it either. She stated that she does not see the department enforcing it unless
there is somebody doing something in the business that is jeopardizing other people' s
health that are going inside that business.  Ms. Petersen said she and Chief Klang would
like to see businesses have plans set up for social distancing and safety.

Council Member Swanson stated that this is all new territory for her and believes they
should wait until the 18th to see if the Governor lets businesses open.  She asked what

happened to the City of Lakefield when they submitted this, have they opened and what
is their experience since they submitted their resolution.  She stated that she is the last
person to think that they should lay all this hardship on the businesses but they are
walking where we have never walked before. She said she believes they should wait to
see what the Governor says on the about opening on the 18th. Officer Petersen stated
that Chief Klang is having a meeting with a Commissioner the following day and he may
have more insight to help them decide if they would to wait to approve the resolution.

Council Member Akerson said the liability they are opening themselves up to is far too
great and discussed this being a dangerous situation especially when doctors are telling
him to stay in the house.

Discussion ensued about the possibility of the Governor' s peace time emergency being
extended until the 12th of June.  Council Member Swanson stated if it was extend that

long she would be agreeable to sending in or submitting this resolution.  Council

Member Pederson said that he does not think they need to even submit it but just make
this proclamation and open up for business. Council Member Swanson asked if it will
carry weight at all and inquired what the City of Lakefield did with their proclamation. Ms.
Malecha stated that she believes they submitted it to the Governor's office and State
Representatives.

Council Member Pederson stated that the Pequot Lakes Chamber has developed a plan

and given out quite a bit of information to businesses on how to stay safe.  He discussed
his irritation with some business that can be open and compared the similar products

sold in businesses that are not allowed to be open. He talked about some business that

are currently open that they are not following the CDC safety guidelines.  He stated that
he believes they have every opportunity to deem the City's businesses as essential if the
same essential product is being sold at them compared to other businesses that are
currently open in the Community and County.  He stated that these businesses need to
open, or we can say goodbye to a third of our businesses or more. He stated that they
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should make it loud and clear that this is what we are doing and we are following all the
guidelines.  He stated that it would be safer to shop in one of Pequot Lakes' small
businesses than one of the larger stores that are currently open. He stated that he is
100% for standing up for the City's businesses and he is voting on a resolution tonight to
give the City's businesses some support before they are gone.

Council Member Seils stated that she agrees Council Member Pederson and she likes
his proclamation as it is clear and it shows more support for the City's businesses.  She
said hearing that the Governor may extended into June will really hurt the little stores in
town and if they do not open we are going to have a whole bunch of stores in town
closed forever which is not good. She said PequoYs little businesses are just like some
of the big box stores that are open so she agrees they should be open also.
She stated that she does not want to wait on this proclamation because the Governor
may not let the order expire this month.  She stated that the Senators from Minnesota

did pass a resolution saying that some more little businesses should be open but they
cannot be sure that that will ever going pass the House or that the Governor is going to
sign it.  She stated that she knows they had the best of intentions but there is not a
guarantee on whether it gets signed or not.

Council Member Pederson stated that some within the government, Paul Gazelka being
one of them, who are trying to push more openings. He stated there are states opening
up their restaurants and they are going by counties. He said Minnesota should follow suit
and say we have to keep Minneapolis shut down because 95% of our cases are from the
Twin Cities but the small towns is different.

Council Member Pederson clarified that the City Council has now chosen to say all
businesses can be open that choose to be open but they have to follow the CDC
guidelines, OSHA guidelines, other guidelines that are out there.  He stated that he

believes businesses should lean on the Chamber of Commerce because they have
come up with a very good strategy on how to open a business to be safe.  He said the
Council is not forcing anybody to open or forcing anybody to come out of their homes.
He stated they are just saying they can if they want.

COUNCIL MEMBER PEDERSON MOVED TO ADOPT RESOLUTION 20-21
DECLARING PEQUOT LAKES AS A CONSTITUTIONAL AND BUSINESS FRIENDLY
COMMUNITY. COUNCIL MEMBER SWANSON SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION

CARRIED 4- 1. COUNCIL MEMBER AKERSON OPPOSED.

Council Member Seils asked if the Council wants the Resolution sent out and they
confirmed that they would like it sent to the Govemor's office, Senator Ruud and
Representative Heintzeman.  Council Member Swanson suggested that the Mayor be

prepared to answer questions from the press and other people to support the City's
position in a proper way.  Council Member Seils asked to have the Resolution sent to the
Chamber also to make them aware of the Council' s position. Council Member's
Swanson, Seils, Pederson and Mayor Tayloe stated they do not want to be paid for this
meeting.    
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Discussion ensued how businesses will be notified of the Resolution and it was agreed

that word would get out quickly by word of mouth, social media and the press after the
meeting concludes.  Officer Petersen said that since the revised Resolution states that
businesses must follow the MDH, CDC and OSHA workplace practices that if a business

is not practicing these the Police Department will probably get calls from dispatch or
messages sent to the Facebook pages about this.  Discussion ensued about education

the businesses and pointing them in the direction of the Chamber website, social media,
the Lake Country Cares Campaign website and other various resources to help them
learn how to follow the rules and regulations.

3.       Adiournment

There being no further business, COUNCIL MEMBER SEILS MOVED TO ADJOURN.
COUNCIL MEMBER SWANSON SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED 5- 0.

The special meeting of the City Council adjourned at 5: 30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

kngie u.+

City Clerk/Treasurer

Ja s Tayloe

M yor
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