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Astronomy fans enjoy dark sky parks
MICHIGAN

Bisma Parvez
Detroit Free Press USA TODAY NETWORK

Michigan is now home to not one, but two dark sky parks.

The Cass County Parks and Recreation Department announced this month that Dr. TK. I:avylws County Park
has been designated an International Dark Sky Park by the International Dark-Sky Association.

The 820-acre nature park is nestled within Cass County, at 15122 Monkey Run St., 9 miles east of Cassopolis.
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According to the IDA website, an international dark sky park “is a land possessing an exceptional or
distinguished quality of starr y nights and a nocturnal environment that is specifically protected for its
scientific, natural, educational, cultural heritage, and/or public enjoyment.”

It took more than 2 1 /2 years for the park to get the prestigious title, with credit due to Robert Parrish, Cass
County Parks commission member and International Dark-Sky Association Advocate.

Views of the night sky aren’t the same anymore because of light pollution, and Parrish hoped to bring back
those starry skies in honor of his dad.

I.t wasn’t an easy task. To reach his goal and designate the Dr. Lawless Dark Sky park, all the park’s outdoor
lighting had to be changed. Light readings of the night sky had to be measured to prove that the Park met the
standards set by the dark sky association.

“Robert was out front with this campaign from the very beginning and without his passion and perseverance we
wouldn’t be where we are today,” said park director Scott Wyman.
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Parrish developed a love of astronomy after receiving his first telescope at age 8. He cherished his father’s
stories of viewing the night sky from aboard the USS Coral Sea when he served in the Navy.

An official celebration is scheduled from 3 p.m. April 24 through noon April 26.

The park, about 3 hours west of Detroit, is named after Chicago—based physician, Dr. Theodore Kenneth
Lawless, who deeded the land to the county after his death in 1971.

There are only 77 dark sky parks in the world. The Headlands Park, not far from Mackinac City, was the first
park in Michigan to be designated as a dark sky park in 2011.

Contact Bisma Parvez: 313-222-6420 or bparvez@ freepress.com Follow her on Twitter @bismapar.
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