
Zoning Administrator's Report

A.  May Permits:  The following permits were issued over the last month
by the Zoning Department:

i.   City of Pequot Lakes, sign at cemetery;
2.  Carol Steenholdt, 6i84 Inland Trails Road, for an addition;
3.  Chris Classen, 386i Krist Court, for decks;

4.  Andrew Heim, 2 595 County Road io, for an accessory structure;
5.  John & Holly Aasen, 3082 Pequot Blvd., for steps to lake;
6.  Chris & Brenda Greer, 3 338 Rasmussen Road, for a pole barn with living

quarters;

Eric & Laura Larson, 29393 Mayo Hills Road, for an accessory structure;
8.  Justin Bolz-Andolshek, 3o9i Maish Street, for a deck;

g.  Tiffany Jacobs, 2 888 Janco Lane, for an accessory structure;
io. Evans Stock Ranch, 3588 Paradise Lane, for short-term rental.
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B.  Correspondence:  Your Staff sent the following correspondence since
the last meeting:

i.   May 20 letter to Lance Schmidt regarding Exterior Storage and Property
Maintenance issues;

2.  May 20 letter to Lonesome Real Estate LLC regarding an offsite sign;
3.  June 4 letter to Virgil Dahl regarding extension of Land Use Permit.

C.  Potential Violations/ Enforcement Actions:  The City
Staff is currently working on the following potential violations/ enforcement
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actions. We will report on each of these each month until they are resolved to the
satisfaction of the Planning Commission.

John and Barbara Derksen — Exterior storage. The City Council, at their
August 6, 2oi9 meeting, unanimously agreed to waive the permit fee of$ 50
for the fence permit if there are no verified complaints received in the next
12 months.  (5/ i3)

Robert Swenson — The City Council declared this property a public nuisance
in 2oi.  Staff has issued 5 Administrative Citations.  (6/ i6)

David& Christine Kennedy— Maintenance.  Staff has issued 4
Administrative Citations.  (5/)

Lee Moren — Maintenance, Exterior Storage& Lawn. Staff will monitor ne

growing season. ( 8/ i8)

Wesley T. Johnson — Maintenance.  Staff will continue monitoring his
mowing and yard maintenance ne ct growing season. ( 9/ i8)

Timothy& Kristi Crist — Exterior Storage and Abandoned Vehicles.  (4/ 20)

Lloyd& Darleen McAninch — Exterior Storage. ( 4/ 20)

Lance Schmidt — Exterior Storage and Property Maintenance. (4/ 20)

Lonesome Real Estate LLC — Offsite Sign. ( 5/ 20)
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May 20, 2020

Lance Wesley Schmidt
4056 McGill Street

Pequot Lakes, MN 564 2

RE:    City ofPequot Lakes
Potential City Code Violation
PIN:  29oi422ooL00009

3o9g4 Gravdahl Drive

Dear Mr. Schmidt:

It has come to my attention through complaints that there are Exterior Storage and
Property Maintenance issues that need to be addressed at the above-captioned property.

Per City Code, the following E erior Storage and Property Maintenance issues must be
addressed within the next thirty( 30) days ( by June 20, 2020):

Store the numerous lawn mowers/ yard tractors within a structure;

Remove the bags of refuse, garbage and recycling;
Store the grocery cart within a structure;
Dispose of the piles of yard waste;

Abandoned vehicles shall be stored within a structure.

The City Code states in Section i- 7.4 EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE:
Section i- 7.4 EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE

All structures shall be properly maintained in a clean and acceptable manner so as
not to constitute a menace to the public health, safety, convenience, general
welfare,  property values,  and aesthetics.  All landscaping shall be properly
maintained so as to preserve planting in a live state and free of noxious weeds.

i. Declaration of nuisance.  Buildings, fences, and other structures that have

been so poorly maintained that their physical condition and appearance
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detract from the surrounding neighborhood are declared to be public
nuisances because they are unsightly, decrease adjoining landowners' and
occupants' enjoyment of their property and neighborhood, and adversely
affect property values and neighborhood patterns.

2.       Standards. A building, fence, or other structure is a public nuisance if it does
not comply with any of the following requirements.

A.       Structures with rotten, deteriorated or damaged components or
peeling paint shall be repaired, replaced, removed or repainted.

B.       All landscaping shall be properly maintained so as to preserve
planting in a live state and shall be kept free of noxious weeds and
debris.

C.       Turf grass and lawns shall not grow to a height to allow such grasses
to go to seed.

D.      All constructed or manufactured landscape elements, such as but not
limited to benches, retaining walls, edging, and so forth, shall be
maintained so as to be free of cracking, crumbling, dilapidation or
deterioration,

E.       Rotten,  deteriorated or damaged landscape elements shall be
repaired, replaced, or removed.

The City Code states in Section i- 7.5 EXTERIOR STORAGE:
Section i-. 5 EXTERIOR STORAGE

i. Declaration of Nuisance. F ccess outdoor storage of materials, equipment

and other objects is declared to be a public nuisance because it is unsightly,
decreases adjoining landowners'  and occupants'  enjoyment of their

property and neighborhood,   adversely affects property values and

neighborhood patterns and poses a threat to the public health and safety
when such objects are visible and accessible to passersby.

2.       Standards. Objects stored outside that are visible from public rights of way
or neighboring properties are a public nuisance if they are not stored in
compliance with the following requirements.
A.       There shall be no exterior storage allowed on lots that do not contain

a principle or accessory structure.

B.       Where there is a principle or accessory structure,  all materials,
equipment and other objects shall be stored within a building or fully
screened so as not to be visible from adjoining properties, except for
the following: laundry drying, recreational equipment, construction
landscaping materials and equipment currently being used for
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construction of the premises, woodpiles, agricultural equipment and
materials if these are used or intended for use on the premises, off-
street parking except as otherwise regulated herein.

C.       No more than two fish houses are permissible. Fish houses must be
stored at least io feet distance from a rear property line and outside
of the OHW setback.

D.       Exterior storage shall be allowed as follows:

ZONING CLASSIFICATION STANDARD

Downtown Mixed Use Conditional Use Permit
Commercial

i) All recreational vehicles, including boats, shall display a current
license or watercraft registration if required for such boat or
recreational vehicle.

2) Non-motorized watercraft nine (9) feet in length or less that do not
require watercraft registration by the State of Minnesota are not
considered as stored under this article, so long as applicable
setbacks are maintained.

3) For the purposes of this section, multiple recreational vehicles
stored on a single trailer less than i6 feet in length shall be
considered one recreational vehicle.

G.       Abandoned motor vehicles shall be stored within a structure or
completely screened from view from adjacent properties and right-
of-way. See Chapter 3, Article 8.

The City Code states in Section -. 6 VISUAL STANDARDS:
Section -. 6 VISUAL STANDARDS — SCREENING

i. General. No use shall create, maintain or continue any activity or structure
which has a strong negative visual impact or offends the morals or violates the
standards of the City.

The City Code states in Section i-. SOLID WASTE:
i. All solid waste shall be disposed of in accordance with the standards ofCrow
Wing County.

As opposed to initiating formal enforcement action against you for a violation of the City
Code, we would like the opportunity to work with you to correct the situation. We are
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requesting that by no later than June 20, 202o you perform all of the
actions listed above.  

Failure to comply with the City Code by June 20, 2020, will prompt us to initiate
enforcement action up to and including criminal prosecution or other civil legal action
to remedy the above-described violations. Alternatively, the City may initiate
administrative action to achieve voluntary compliance with the above-referenced City
Code provisions without resorting to prosecution or other legal action, which
administrative action would include citation(s) and administrative penalties in the
amount of$ ioo.00 per day for each day the violation continues.

Having exterior storage and solid waste as depicted in these pictures is not only a blight
to the rest of the community, it is a health and safety issue that we take very seriously.
Please understand our seriousness and commitment to uphold the City Code. We hope
you will take this opportunity to work with us and resolve this matter without further
enforcement action becoming necessary.

We would appreciate your assistance at remedying the above issues by the specified
deadlines. If you have any questions, please contact me at 2i8-568- 6699 or at
dbittnerCa pequotlakes-mn gov.

Sincerely,

Dawn Bittner

Zoning Specialist

Enclosure:  Photographs

C:       Planning Commission

4



c of

Pequot
Lalzes- --

4638 MAuv STxF,ET• I'sQuoT I.nxFs, NIN 56472• ( 218) 568- 5222• FAx: (218) 568- 5860• wwwpequotlakes-mn.gov

May 20, 2020

Lonesome Real Estate LLC

c/ o Brandon Andersen

PO Box 665
Pequot Lakes, MN 564 2

RE:    City of Pequot Lakes
Potential City Code Violation
PIN:  29ii3oo2o020009

4 2 Morehouse Drive

Dear Mr. Andersen:

It has come to my attention through complaints that you are displaying a sign that does
not meet the requirements of the City Code. The banner attached to a semi-trailer
exceeds the maximum size of a freestanding sign and is advertising an offsite location.

Section i-. i SIGNS

5.       Onsite Si ns.

A.       Commercial and Industrial Districts.

4)      Each property is allowed one freestanding sign so long as the
sign can meet setbacks and its placement does not obstruct
lines of sight or pedestrian corridors.

a)      On all freestanding signs, both sides of the sign are
counted to determine the sign area.

b)      Buildings located in a 45 mile per hour speed zone or
higher are allowed up to 96 square feet of freestanding
sign that shall not exceed i5 feet in height.

5)      There shall be no signage on accessory structures.

This instztucion zs an equal opportunityprovider and employer."



6.       Offsite Signs— General.

A.       Off-site signs are prohibited,  except as allowed pursuant to
Subsection 6.B.

As opposed to initiating formal enforcement action against you for a violation of the City
Code, we would like the opportunity to work with you to correct the situation. We are
requesting that by no later than June 20, 202o you remove the banner from
the semi-trailer.

Failure to comply with the City Code by June 20, 2020, will prompt us to initiate
enforcement action up to and including criminal prosecution or other civil legal action
to remedy the above- described violations. Alternatively, the City may initiate
administrative action to achieve voluntary compliance with the above- referenced City
Code provisions without resorting to prosecution or other legal action, which
administrative action would include citation(s) and administrative penalties in the
amount of$ ioo.00 per day for each day the violation continues.

Please understand our seriousness and commitment to uphold the City Code. We hope
you will take this opportunity to work with us and resolve this matter without further
enforcement action becoming necessary.

We would appreciate your assistance at remedying the above issues by the specified
deadline. If you have any questions, please contact me at 2i8-568-6699 or at
dbittnerCa equotlakes- mn.gov.

Sincerely,

Dawn Bittner

Zoning Specialist

Enclosure: Photograph

C:       Planning Commission
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June 4, 2020

Mr. Virgil Dahl

3952 County Road 
Pequot Lakes, MN 564 2

Re:    City of Pequot Lakes
Potential City Code Violation
PIN:  29oio24o4AA0009

Dear Mr. Dahl:

Thank you for reaching out to the City for an e rtension ofyour Land Use Permit to
complete the siding on your new dwelling. My letter dated April2o, 202o also
addressed complaints received regarding inoperable vehicles, miscellaneous items
strewn about the property and numerous bags of garbage.  The City will extend Land
Use Permit No. 8-94 to August 4, 2020, provided the following actions take place:

Any bags of garbage or other refuse are immediatelv properly disposed of; and
All miscellaneous items strewn about the properry is removed from the property
or stored inside a building no later than August 4, 2020: and
All inoperable vehicles are removed from the property no later than Au st 4,

2020.

Failure to comply with the actions listed above, will prompt us to initiate enforcement
action up to and including criminal prosecution or other civil legal action to remedy the
above-described violations. Alternatively, the City may initiate administrative action to
achieve voluntary compliance with the above-referenced City Code provisions without
resorting to prosecution or other legal action, which administrative action would include
citation(s) and administrative penalties in the amount of$ oo.00 per day for each day
the violation continues. You will also be responsible to reimburse the City for any
expenses incurred in remedying this violation. This would include any consultant fees
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or other professional services that City Staff determines is necessary, including but not
limited to the City Planner, the City Engineer or the City Attorney, as well as any
abatement costs. Any expenses or costs will be assessed against your properry.

Please understand our seriousness and commitment to uphold the City Code. We hope
you will take this opportunity to work with us and resolve this matter without further
enforcement action becoming necessary.

We would appreciate your assistance at remedying the above issues by the specified
deadline. If you have any questions, please contact me at 2i8-568- 6699 or at
dbittnerCa pequotlakes-mn.gov.

Sincerely,

Dawn Bittner

Zoning Specialist

C:       Planning Commission
Nancy Malecha, City Administrator—via email

Eric Klang, Chief of Police —via email
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