
Zoning Administrator's Report

A.  February Permits:  The following permits were issued over the last
month by the Zoning Department:

1.   Donald McFee, 3890 Coleman Drive, permit extension to April 5,2020;
2.  Dan Hoefs, Rickard Road, for a new home and garage.

Bi.  Correspondence:  Your Staff sent the following correspondence since
the last meeting:

1.  February i4letter to LEWCEK LLC regarding short-term rental;
2.  March i letter to Nathan Walberg regarding Cease and Desist/ Corrective

Action Order.

C.  Council Meeting Notes:
An excerpt from the March 5 Council meeting are included:
6.2.    Residential-Golf Course Communitv Overlav District Ordinance Amendment

Dawn Bittner informed the Council that this ordinance amendment is to

create a Residential-Golf Course Community Overlay District to allow a
higher density in a specific area next to the Preserve Golf Course for a
planned unit development with single family dwellings.  Ms. Bittner stated

the Planning Commission unanimously recommends the creation of this
District.

COUNCIL MEMBER PEDERSON MOVED TO ADOPT ORDINANCE 19-01
AMENDING CHAPTER 17 OF THE CITY CODE ESTABLISHING A
RESIDENTIAL-GOLF COURSE COMMUNITY OVERLAY DISTRICT.

COUNCIL MEMBER SEILS SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION

CARRIED 4-0.

COUNCIL MEMBER SWANSON MOVED TO AUTHORIZE THE

SUMMARY PUBLICATION OF ORDINANCE 19-01.  COUNCIL MEMBER

SEILS SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED 4-0.

6.3.     Exterior Storaqe Ordinance Amendment

Dawn Bittner explained there is not a one size fits all for exterior storage.

Exterior storage requirements in urban residential zones were the same as

agricultural zones so a table was developed that breaks down the

classifications to be more fair.
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Council Member Swanson questioned the stricken language on boats

exceeding 20 feet in length.

Ms. Bittner noted this ordinance amendment will now include any boat.

COUNCIL MEMBER SEILS MOVED TO ADOPT ORDINANCE 19-02
AMENDING CHAPTER 17 OF THE CITY CODE REGARDING

DEFINITIONS AND EXTERIOR STORAGE.  COUNCIL MEMBER

SWANSON SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED 4-0.

Council Member Swanson questioned the gray area with all the storage.

Ms. Bittner stated they are trying to better define and make it more fair by
breaking the classifications apart.

COUNCIL MEMBER PEDERSON MOVED TO AUTHORIZE THE

SUMMARY PUBLICATION OF ORDINANCE 19-02.  COUNCIL MEMBER

SEILS SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED 4-0.

6.4.    Zoninq District Provisions and Overlav Districts Ordinance Amendment

Dawn Bittner informed the Council that when the Short-Term Rental

Ordinance was approved the statement regarding four leases per year
should have been stricken and not all of the overlay districts were listed in
Section 17-6. 1 of the City Code.  These items have been corrected and the

Planning Commission recommends approval of the ordinance amendment
to do so.

COUNCIL MEMBER PEDERSON MOVED TO ADOPT ORDINANCE 19-03

AMENDING CHAPTER 17 OF THE CITY CODE REGARDING ZONING
DISTRICT PROVISIONS AND OVERLAY DISTRICTS.  COUNCIL

MEMBER SWANSON SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED 4-

0.

COUNCIL MEMBER SEILS MOVED TO AUTHORIZE THE SUMMARY

PUBLICATION OF ORDINANCE 19-03.  COUNCIL MEMBER SWANSON

SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED 4-0.

9.2.    Traffic Studv

Jason Gorr explained at the February 5' City Council Meeting, the Council
directed Widseth Smith Nolting to bring forth a proposal on a traffic study.
The primary goal of the study is to provide some quantitative data in regard
to vehicle, pedestrian, and bicycle traffic on primary roads.  This data,

extrapolation, and resulting report is to be used as a scientific tool for the
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Council to help make best informed decisions in regard to current and future
needs.

Tim Houle reviewed the traffic study engineering services proposal
regarding goals, overarching questions of current volumes and intersections,
video data collection in May of 2019, factors applied for summertime traffic,
and quantitative data to consider when investing in infrastructure
improvements.

Mayor Tayloe questioned how long the study will take from start to finish.

Mr. Houle noted it will be completed by the end of August 2019 and it is a
lengthy process.

Council Member Swanson stated she does not see the wisdom in

conducting this study.

Mr. Houle explained the study will provide objective results versus subjective
results.

Jason Gorr noted the study would clarify some discrepancies he has heard
and past decisions based on widely varying opinions.  This is tool for the
Council to use.

Council Member Seils stated this study will show if the stoplight is needed.

Nancy Malecha requested clarification from the Council on the intersections
they want analyzed as a part of this study.

Council Member Pederson noted he is favor of the study and the
intersections that include the stoplight and Rasmussen Road; however, the

other intersections fall off quite quickly.  He questioned if some intersections

can wait and be done later unless the City is specifically trying to solve a
problem.

Tim Houle stated it costs approximately $ 1, 000 an intersection to collect the

data.

Mark Jurchen, 31378 Lakeside Avenue, Pequot Lakes, addressed the

Council.  Mr. Jurchen stated that now is a good time to do the study as it will
be a good economic development selling tool if people are looking to invest
in our community.

COUNCIL MEMBER SEILS MOVED TO APPROVE THE TRAFFIC STUDY

PROPOSAL SUBMITTED BY WIDSETH SMITH NOLTING IN THE

AMOUNT OF $27,475 TO BE PAID FROM THE HIGHWAY 371 FUND.
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COUNCIL MEMBER PEDERSON SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION

FAILED 2-2. COUNCIL MEMBERS PEDERSON AND SWANSON

OPPOSED.

Dan Ronning, 31237 Spruce Street, Pequot Lakes, addressed the Council.
Mr. Ronning noted he thought the traffic study idea came about because of
the Trailside Park Project and to do it now seems ridiculous.

Council Member Swanson agreed that this did start with the opposition to

the Trailside Park Project and a traffic study report was compiled at that time
and dismissed.

COUNCIL MEMBER PEDERSON MOVED TO APPROVE A REVISED

TRAFFIC STUDY PROPOSAL FROM WIDSETH SMITH NOLTING TO
INCLUDE INTERSECTIONS 4, 5, 6, 9, AND 10 AT A COST NOT TO

EXCEED $ 20,000.  COUNCIL MEMBER SEILS SECONDED THE

MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED 3- 1.  COUNCIL MEMBER SWANSON

OPPOSED.

9. 3.    Rasmussen Road Proiect

Jason Gorr explained at the February 5' City Council Meeting, the Council
agreed to proceed with a proposal from Widseth Smith Nolting for
improvements to Rasmussen Road consisting of two blocks north and south
of Main Street.  In the proposal storm water needs, existing utility updates,
curb/gutter, and scope of work are covered.

Tim Houle explained the original estimated cost for the Rasmussen Road
Project was $3.8 million and the revised scope cost is now estimated at $1. 2

million as the finro blocks north and south of Main Street are infrastructure

intensive and consist of right-of-way issues.

Nancy Malecha requested a comfort level from the Council on proceeding
with this Project as this is quite an expense to absorb if the Council wishes
to forego the Project in the future.  Ms. Malecha explained the traffic study,
road improvement plan, and financial analysis should be analyzed before

proceeding with this proposal as this Project would likely not occur until
2020.

Mr. Houle clarified that bidding for this Project would probably occur in
January of 2020 and WSN will need a window of three to four months to
complete the design before it goes out to bid.  Mr. Houle further clarified that

the Rasmussen Road design engineering services proposal would need the
go ahead from the Council by no later than July of 2019.
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A consensus of the Council directed Staff to bring back the Rasmussen
Road Design Engineering Services Proposal submitted by WSN in May
along with financial analysis and a draft road improvement plan.

10. 1. C. Trailside Park Timeline

Nancy Malecha explained the Park Commission is looking for a scope of
work timeline from the City Council on the state flag display and splash pad
improvements to Trailside Park that were approved at the November 14,

2018 Special City Council Meeting.

Dan Ronning noted the Park Commission is looking for something on when
the Park Project will move forward as things are currently on hold and he
doesn' t want the City to lose the donated funds.  He would like to see the

Project moving forward and questioned if something could be started this
summer.

Council Member Pederson stated the Park Commission should identify
where the splash pad should be located, where walking paths are needed,       
where flags should be located along the walking paths, and to work out the
details and research.

Nancy Malecha questioned who will be responsible for re-designing the
Trailside Park plan.

Council Member Swanson stated that concept map option B should be
utilized as a guide to the re-design.

Council Member Pederson suggested the Park Commission contact splash

pad design and installation companies and flag display design and
installation companies to assist with the re-design.

A consensus of the Council directed the Park Commission to re-design the

Trailside Park area to include a splash pad and state flag display by utilizing
Trailside Park concept map option B as a guide.

D.  Potential Violations/ Enforcement Actions: The City
Staff is currently worldng on the following potential violations/ enforcement
actions. We will report on each of these each month until they are resolved to the
satisfaction of the Planning Commission.

John and Barbara Derksen— F terior storage. Mr. Derksen has brought this

property into compliance except for the snowmobiles. Staff has requested he
reduce his Recreational Vehicles to 3• 5/ 13)

Diane Koval— Exterior storage. Staff issued an Administrative Citation.

4/ i6)
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Robert Swenson— The City Council declared this property a public nuisance
in 2oi. Staff has issued 2 Administrative Citations.  (6/ 6)

Timothy& Kristi Crist— Exterior Storage and Lawn. On May 3i, 2oi8 Mr.
Christ invited Staff onto his property on Pine Street and explained his plans
to remove the e erior storage. Staffwill continue to monitor and meet with

Mr. Crist. ( 4/ 1)

David& Christine Kennedy— Maintenance. Staff has issued 2
Administrative Citations. ( 5/)

Gary Galle— Stormwater and Incomplete Construction. Mr. Galle's permit

was extended 6 months. Landscaping has been stabilized with straw
blanket. Part of the north side and the west side siding needs to be
completed. ( 6/ 18)

Lee Moren— Maintenance, Fxterior Storage& I.awn. Property owner is
making progress and requested additional time to comply. ( 8/ 18)

Scott Pederson— Exterior Storage. Property owner has removed some items
and claims to be compliant. Storage is not visible from public right-of-way.
6/ i8)

Nathan Walberg— Parking within the right-of-way of Patriot Avenue and on
DNR Snowmobile Trail. ( 3/ 1)

Wesley T. Johnson— Maintenance. Piles of storm debris remain from last

summer and need to be removed or burned. Staffwill verify in the spring.
9/ 1g)
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February 14, 2019

LEWCEK LLC

Attn: Joel Lewis

6224 Yukon Avenue N.
Brooklyn Park, MN 554.28

RE:    PIN: 29o344q.o4QB0009
2 098 West Twin Lake Drive

Dear Mr. Lewis:

It has come to our attention that the above-captioned property is being advertised on
VRBO for short-term rental. I notified you January 14, 20 9 of the City's Short-term
Rental Ordinance and the need for a permit from the City. To date, we have not
received your completed Application.

I am enclosing another Short-term Rental Permit Application in the event you
misplaced the first one. Ifyou have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 2i8-
568- 6699 or at dbittnerCa? equotlakes-mn.gov.

Sincerely,

Dawn Bittner

Zoning Specialist

Enc.

C:       Planning Commission

Thzs institutinn zs an equal opportunityprovider and employer,"
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March i, 2oi9

Nathan Walberg
29349 Patriot Avenue
Pequot Lakes, MN 564 2

RE:    City of Pequot Lakes
City Code Violation
Cease and Desist/ Corrective Action Order
PIN:  29o224iooDAo889

Dear Mr. Walberg:

I was recently informed by the Chief of Police, Eric Klang, that you have vehicles
parked within the right-of-way of Patriot Avenue and had vehicles parked upon
the DNR snowmobile trail. He also informed me that there is no customer

parking available, as well as nowhere to turn around.

You are hereby ordered to Cease and Desist any parldng ofvehicles within the
right-of-way of Patriot Avenue and parlung ofvehicles on the Department of
Natural Resources snowmobile trail.

This is a serious matter which we eacpect you to take immediate action
to address.

The following shall take place:
i.   Immediately cease and desist all parldng within the Patriot Avenue right-

of-way;
2.  Immediately remove any and all vehicles, ice fishing houses and/ or other

equipment from the public right-of-way adjacent to your property.
3.  Immediately cease and desist all parking and turning around upon the

DNR snowmobile trail;

4.  By no later than March, 2oi9 relocate or remove vehicles and

accumulated snow to create an adequate parking area for your customers
to park and turn around to exit your property. This parking area shall be

Thzr institution is an equal opportunity provuler and employer."



maintained for the remainder of the winter season when your plans for
expansion shall take place.

Failure to comply with the orders contained in this notice may result in the city
removing the vehicles from the right-of-way at your expense and/ or revocation of
your conditional use permit.

Sincerely,

Dawn Bittner

Zoning Specialist

CC:     Planning Commission
Wade Miller, DNR

Eric Klang, Chiefof Police— via email


