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PUBLIC HEARING— VARIANCE

Application: Variance

Applicant:    City of Pequot Lakes
Agenda Item:       3 ( b)
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Background Information:  The applicant is requesting a Variance to exceed
the maximum timeframe for temporary signage and to exceed the maximum
amount of signage allowed.  Applicant proposes to place six, two-sided feather

shaped flags, not to exceed fifteen feet in height, along the eastern border of
subject property.

The subject property is the former City Spray Irrigation Field located south of
Derksen Road and the triangle shaped parcel turned back to the City by
MN/ DOT.   The subject property is vacant and is being used for agricultural
purposes as a corn field.

The subject property is owned by the City of Pequot Lakes and is being developed
as the Heart of the Good Life Development ( HOTGL).  The subject property is
80+ acres in size.   The Pequot Lakes Economic Development Commission is

marketing the subject property for sale and plan to use the feather shaped flags as
an advertising tool.
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The City Code allows real estate " for sale" signs provided they do not exceed 9
square feet in size. Applicant states a 9 square foot sign is not adequate to market
the 80+ acre site.

The City Code allows temporary signs, including banners, streamers and portable
signs for special events, such as grand openings and promotions, provided they
remain in place up to i4 days in any go day period.  Applicant states i4 days in a
90 day period is not sufficient time to market the 80+ acre site.

Applicant has provided a map indicating proposed locations for the six, two-sided
feather shaped flags.  These locations are approximate locations as topography
will determine exact placement. Once the subject property is platted and lots are
being sold, it is the intent of the applicant to remove the flags from the sold lots
and place them on remaining lots within the subject property to retain the
messages on the flags.

The subject property is adjacent to municipal water and wastewater at the
intersection of Derksen Road and Morehouse Drive.

The subject property is zoned Public, while the property to the north is zoned
Commercial and Public, and is bounded on the east and south by State Highway
37i and the Paul Bunyan trail on the west.

Applicable Regulations:

Section i- 5. i PUBLIC (P)

1.   Purpose and Intent: To establish and maintain a land use district for

existing public

use of land or for land properly suited for public facilities, parks and open
spaces and other locations for public or semipublic use.

2.  Compatibilitv:  Public zones are compatible with and can be
established adjacent to

every other zoning classification, and any property that meets the purpose
and intent of this zoning classification may be zoned Public.

3.  Lot, Use, and Densitv Requirements:

Lot width—feet, minimum 25
Buildable lot area— s uare feet, minimum 2, 250

Setback, ri ht ofwa , Ci road- feet, minimum i

Setback, ri ht ofwa , Coun or State road, feet, minimum 10

Setback, side ard— feet, minimum o
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Setback, rear— feet, minimum io

Setback, si n —feet, minimum i

Setback,   arkin from buildin or lot line — feet, minimum o

Setback, wetland— feet, minimum 30

Im ervious Covera e with storm sewer available go%

Im ervious Covera e without storm sewer available 50%

Buildin hei ht — feet, maximum 25
Buildin above hi hest roundwater level — feet, minimum 3

4.  Performance Standards: The following performance standards apply
to all

development in this zone:

A.  General. All proposed development in the Public zone shall be

reviewed by the Planning Commission, which will make
recommendations to the City Council.

B.  Compatibility of Use. Use shall be compatible with the surrounding
neighborhood.  Uses shall not present noise, odor, light, or any
other nuisances.

C.  Parkin. To reduce the visual impacts and amount of surface

parking, parking structure, shared parking, surface parking located
behind or to the side of a building shall be encouraged whenever
possible. Additionally, suitable trees and shrubs shall be planted
between parking lots and all adjacent sidewalks, roads, lots, and
buildings.

D.  Screenin. All sites shall be landscaped to provide 50% screening of
structures to adjacent residential parcels and io% screening from
the road or any non-residential parcel, to be established within 3
years. Percentages shall be determined by the amount of structure
that can be seen during leaf-on conditions.

E.  Lighting. Lighting shall be downward directional and shall be
compatible with the surrounding development.  Signs approved
with lights must be turned off at the close of business each day.

F.  Fences. Fences not exceeding 96 inches in height may be
constructed. Under no circumstances shall a fence be constructed

closer than io feet from the surface of a public road and in all cases

not within the public right-of-way.  Materials shall consist of usual
fencing materials with posts and fence of inetal, wood, concrete,
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brick, or smooth wire.  Barbed or electrified wire is prohibited,

except where specific approval has been given by the Planning
Commission.

G. Vegetation Removal, Intensive. The submittal requirements and

procedures contained in Section 5.4" Forest Management( FM),
Subparts 4b and 4c shall be met and followed.

Section 17-7. 1 SIGNS

3.       Exempt Sign. The following signs can be erected without a permit:

A.       Temporary signs pertaining only to the construction, sale or
rental of the premises are allowable provided they do not
exceed g square feet in any zone and are removed within 30
days of the completion of construction, sale or rental.

B.       Each parcel shall be allowed, for up to i4 days during any 90
day period, temporary signs, including banners, streamers
and portable signs for special events, such as grand openings

and promotions, provided they meet the following:

i)      The total cumulative area of all temporary signs shall
not exceed one half of the area allowed for a

permanent sign in said zoning district, as provided for
in Section . i, Subdivision 5.

2)      No more than four ( 4) temporary signs shall be on
display at a given time for each parcel, provided that
the total area of the signs conforms to the provisions

of subpart () contained herein.

Section i- ii. VARIANCES

6.  Variances shall be decided within the required time frame with

consideration for the following:

A.       The applicant establishes that there are practical difficulties,

as defined in this ordinance, in complying with the official control,
and

B.       The plight of the landowner is due to circumstances unique

to the property not created by the landowner, and

C.       The deviation from the Ordinance with any attached
conditions will still be in harmony with the general purposes and
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intent of the Ordinance and the Comprehensive Plan, and

D.      The variance will not create a land use not allowed in the

zone, and

E.       The variance will not alter the essential character of the

locality, and

F.       The variance is not for economic reasons alone, but

reasonable use of the property does not exist under the Ordinance.

Staff Findings:  Staff provides the following Findings of Fact for consideration
by the Planning Commission:

i.  The subject property is located south of Derksen Road and is in the
Public" zone.

2.  The property is vacant.
3.  The applicant plans to develop and sell the subject property. The Pequot

Lakes Economic Development Commission is marketing the subject
property for sale and plan to use the feather shaped flags as an advertising
tool.

4.  The applicant proposes to place six, two-sided feather shaped flags, not to

exceed fifteen feet in height, along the eastern border of the subject
property.

5.  The subject property is adjacent to municipal water and wastewater at the
intersection of Derksen Road and Morehouse Drive.

6.  The applicant has established that there are practical difficulties in

complying with the Code. A 9 square foot" For Sale" sign is not adequate
to market the 80+ acre site and a banner for i4 days in a 90 day period is
not su cient time to market the 80+ acre site.

The properry owner proposes to use the property in a reasonable manner.
8.  The deviation from the Code will still be in harmony with the general

purposes and intent of the City Code and Comprehensive Plan. The
Comprehensive Plan does not specifically address this request but allows
for commercial development within the City.

9.  The variance will not create a land use not permitted in the Public zone.

io. The variance will not alter the essential character of the locality as there
are" For Sale" signs along State Highway 37i.

11. The variance has not been made based on economic considerations.

Planning Commission Direction:    The Planning Commission can approve
the Variance, deny the application, or table the request if additional information
is needed.   If the motion is for approval or denial, Findings of Fact should be
cited.
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Staff Recommendation:  We recommend that the variance request to exceed

the maximum timeframe for temporary signage and to exceed the maximum
amount of signage allowed be approved, based on the above findings and subject

to the following conditions:

i.   There shall be no more than six, temporary, two-sided feather shaped flags, not
to exceed fifteen feet in height, along the eastern border of subject property.

2.  The temporary flags shall meet the one- foot setback from State Highway 37i for a
sign.

3.  The temporary signage may be located on the subject property owned by the
applicant as long as the properry is for sale.

4.  The temporary signage may be placed in any location owned by the applicant so
long as the standard signage setbacks are met.

5.  Any flags that become frayed, ripped or torn shall be immediately replaced or
removed.
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HOTGL FLAG LOCATIONS
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APP#   -$

SF#

Date// 9
for office use only)

CITY OF PEQUOT LAKES
VARIANCE APPLICATION

C     Name of Applicant
hone   /- dG 8-, 5222

Address yG 3 8     /" lq n S.      
Email n m a 2 ch a. @ qvo/ a/ es - m n

yo v

City, State, Zip_ feqvo f   a e5

Applicant is:
Title Holder of Pro e1' rtY:

I-egalOwner
Contract Buyer

e

Option Holder
Agent

Address)
Other

City, State, Zip)
Signature of Owner, authorizing application: _ iti,.c.,,..   `'

By signing the owner is certifying that they have read and understood the ins ctions accompanying this application.)

Signature of Applicant( if different than owner):

By signing the applicant is certifying that they have read and understood the instructions accompanying this application.)
Location ofproperty involved in this request:

a f o     d l-,    Deve%p. nenf o o, erfy j  
sovf/,   o'   Derksen

l oad anc   f/,   P Qvo   . a es v5 ness  k
i    

0 ---  acr s

Lega1 Description (if inetes and bounds, attach sheet):

Parcel ID No% i   0 9      Zoning District_   / / i/ G

State nature of request in detail: ( What are you proposing for the property?)T i IaGemCn   o   S X   af{   a i   - tiP   H a f O   ' i       00 1Dev lopmen    d aver--   fa   i,   l ti    fti s d2v loDm n
o rfvn,       a a s„      m f ri fs S    a- a  ec   ma      ' o      / a s

acemen-    and a- f-f-a  ol    - F a s    les,' r     T    la.       w 1/   6      ou/ e. - si e/

What changes (if any) are you proposing to make to this site?

Building:

Landscaping:

Parking/ Signs:   P/ Ac mer    o -F s, c    ' ea-Fl,   ' laa na    fo exc ec
h i e h    o e   '/ Q .
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Pursuant to the Pequot Lakes City Ordinance, Section 17- 11. 7, the applicant should be prepared at
the public hearing to explain the practical difficulty in complying with the ordinance for theproposed variance.  Practical Difficulties is described as:  Tbep nperty osvnerprnpo,re.r to u.re the p nperty ina 

asonable manner notpermitted by an o icial control,•the plight ofthe landosvner i.r due ta czrcum.rtances unique to
the properly not c ated by the landowner; and the variance, ifgranted, vill not alter the e.r.rential character oflocality.Economic con ideration.r alone do not con,rtitute practical d culties.  Practical d cultie.r include but ar not limited
to, inadequate acce.cr to di ct. runlightfor.ralar ene y y.rtem.r.

1)       What are the practical difficulries,  
or unique circumstances of the parcel size, shape,

topography or other characteristics that make strict interpretation of the Ordinanceimpractical?
eA   S{ a   S' ans cAnnof exceed 9 s9varv   ee,    in s ze andtl, s    s n - f ao%  va    fo rnarlcef fl e go f

ac e s,fe.
a! lou ecl   or   //    olA s i' r    a    9a da       '      

ann2rS c+

CJ 1 L l    / S YI G"
Suf' cr en- f    - i' me fa v arke f    -{,   80- F-   

acre slfe .

2)       

Are the conditions upon which the petition for a variation based unique to the parcel of land
for which the variance is sought? If so, were the conditions created by the landowner?Th    s' fe i ti   orm r S ra irr' afr n ie c    Gno    S    Of G res

size  .   .Ifs vs    Fo  i'rr' a- i was sus enc cv- h    -, e.
cons-Frvc.- bn v-F   - fhe,   S¢ 0. F    ,,,,     371 eX resswa Th    cond- rons e
ho+     creA ed 6 fhe    / andown er .

3)       If the variance is granted, will it alter the essenrial character of the locality? Explain.h      s   ofs/ans c oulol b    GomDA- 6/ e c i+,     fti   ex s- nqnei hbor, o c     r ttia-    f         ar     "   fo   sale "    si n al ns a     Nwy     7 .

4)       
Is the variance request in harmony with the general purposed and intent of the Ordinance?es

5)       Does the need for a variance involve more than economic considerations? Explain.es.    7he,      I' o oSQc    SiAnAaPi    S GomPa- i6 P     Wr+{ 7 fh      XiS rnqn i h bo r{ o ol . 

6)       
Is the variance request consistent with the Comprehensive Plan?es Th     Gomo Plan      nco raaes dire s,f     of cvmmerc al andindus-Ir a/ ses

3
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7)       

Describe character of the area and the existing patterns and uses of development in the
area. How is this proposal consistent with those patterns and uses?

ivrrenf r,f,arAc er i ct r vlfv/'a   '   tiou ev r     -f/,   Cfh; s
s a k

2ve% m n"    {, or      r     ;   comm c a l
r- n'-' es a nd   + h; 

a n in dus- i-,'u 1
e  -    / s consr's- en l-       ;f-h fh' s lan 

8)       

Describe the impact on the capacity of existing or planned community facilities  ( sewer,drainage, other). Describe if additional facilities will be required.l of a Iicabl .

9)       

Describe the impact on the character of the neighborhood in which the property is located.acf.

10)     Describe the impact to traffic on roads and highways in the vicinity, and e ected trafficgenerated by this application.    Is there adequate parking available to accommodate theproposal?

l lo   annli'cabl.

11)     Discuss any environmental limitations of the site or area.None.

12)     Please include any other comments pertinent to this request.
on

4
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CITY OF PEQUOT LAKES
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING FOR A
VARIANCE

TO EXCEED THE MAXIMUM TIMEFRAME FOR TEMPOR.ARY SIGNAGE AND
TO EXCEED THE MAXIMUM AMOUNT OF SIGNAGE ALLOWED

IN THE PUBLIC ZONING CLASSIFICATION
JULY 18, 2019

6: 00 P.M.

AT

CITY HALL

4638 MAIN STREET

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

The following will be the subject of a public hearing on July 18, 2019, beginning at 6: 00
p.m.

Hearing: Variance

Applicants:  City of Pequot Lakes

Property Description:  Property is located south of Derksen Road. Parcel ID are:
29230520 and 29230528.

Purpose: Application is for a Variance to exceed the maximum timeframe for temporary
signage and to exceed the maximum amount of signage allowed in the Public zoning
classification. Applicant proposes to place six, two- sided, feather shaped flags, not to
exceed 15 feet in height along the eastern border of subject property for advertising
purposes.

All interested persons are invited to attend these hearings and be heard or send written
comments to City Hall.  Copies of the permit, maps, drawings and staff report are
available at City Hall at least one week prior to the hearing date.  Copies of the Staff
Report regarding these applications are available at City Hall or online at
www.pequotlakes- mn. .

Property Owners Please Note: Notices relative to the above listed request are sent to
all property owners within 350' of the applicant' s property. Please share this information
with your neighbors in the event that any property owner has been overlooked or is not
contained in our records.

Dawn Bittner

Zoning Specialist
City of Pequot Lakes

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer"
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City of Pequot Lakes
Attn:  Nancy Malecha
4638 Main Street

Pequot Lakes, MN 564 2

Re: Variance Request

Dear Ms. Malecha:

The City of Pequot Lakes has received your request for a Variance to exceed the
maximum timeframe for temporary signage and to exceed the maximum amount
of signage allowed in the Public district. We have determined that your

application is complete and we have scheduled a public hearing for 6: 0o PM on
July i8, 2oig at City Hall. You are the second public hearing on the agenda.

The City prepares a Staff Report for the Planning Commission prior to the
meeting. The report will discuss the pertinent ordinances and an evaluation and
recommendation on your application. A copy of the report will be available at
City Hall for you to read no later than a week before the meeting or you can read
it online at www.pequotlakes-mn.gov.

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at
2i8-568- 6699.

Sincerely,

Dawn Bittner

Zoning Specialist

C:       Planning Commission

This institution i.s an equal opportunityprovidzr and emplayer:"


