AGENDA ITEM # 5(a)

City of
Pequot
Lakes=—

REPORT TO PLANNING COMMISSION

Report Prepared by: Thomas Roloff — Sourcewell

Date: September 30, 2024

Subject:  Sign Ordinance overview regarding “multiple businesses” & allowed
on-premise identification signs.

Report: As requested by the Planning Commission during the August 2024
Public Hearing, the following report details the current standards regarding the
submission of a sign concept plan as a Conditional Use Permit application for
businesses that exceed the one sign allowance per parcel as outlined in Section 17-
7.1 of the City of Pequot Lakes Land Use Ordinance. This report will outline the
current code and the process currently followed for the review and approval of on-
premise business identification signs. As a general note, this report solely focuses
on onsite signs within Commercial and Industrial Districts.

Section 17-7.1 4 (f) states the following;

F. Property owners seeking to display more signs than what are allowed in this
section or seeking allowances outside of what 1s allowed mn this section may
obtain permission to do so with the approval of a sign concept plan by
applying for a Conditional Use Permit. The sign concept plan shall include
all existing and proposed signage for the entire parcel. The Planning
Commission shall review the sign concept plan and base its decision on the
following
(a) Necessity of additional signage
(b) Alternatives to additional signage, and
(¢) Aesthetic impacts.

Section 17-7.1 5 outlines the criteria, square footage allowance, and performance
standards based on numerous factors unique to a parcel, including MPH of the road
adjacent to the parcel:



5. Onsite Signs.

Al Commercial and Industrial Districts.

(1) Sign area 1s calculated as the total area of signage and shall include
all area bound by a rectangle that encompasses the markings that
comprise the sign. For two-sided signs, each side shall be counted.

[r— =+ =A™ Largest Horirontal Width

]
- A~ Latped Horlzedal Winlih ! ;Igl I

[ L] 1 —— |
| .
|S|g n I Largen Venical Height Slgn W Largest Vertical Height
J t 1 11
.
A Xt S A S|gn

=A" X 8" = Sign Amea

(2) Up to 25% of any side of the principle structure may be dedicated to
signage.

(3) Each property 1s allowed one freestanding sign so long as the sign

can meel setbacks and its placement does not obstruct lines of sight
or pedestrian corridors.

(a) On all freestanding signs, both sides of the sign are counted
to determine the sign area.

(b) Buildings located in a 45 mile per hour speed zone or higher
are allowed up to 96 square feet of freestanding sign that
shall not exceed 15 feet in height.

(c) Buildings located in a less than 45 mile per hour speed zone
are allowed up to 64 square feet of freestanding sign and, for
multi-business buildings, are allowed an additional 8 square
feet for each business after the first. The sign may not exceed

15 feet in height.

(d) For corner lots, one freestanding sign conforming to these
standards 1s allowed on each roadway.

(e) Any attached sign that protrudes from a structure more than
2 feet will be considered a freestanding sign.

Per the direction of the Planning Commission, the following suggestions may be
discussed based on the goal of any modifications of this section:

1. Amend Section 17-7.1 (f) to remove the requirement for application of a
Conditional Use Permit and replace with one of the following options:



a. Remove Conditional Use Permit & replace with “application to
appear before the Planning Commission”
1. New business item subject to a 10 day application deadline
prior to a scheduled Planning Commission meeting.
b. Remove the Conditional Use Permit & replace with “submission of a
sign concept plan for review of the Zoning Administrator”
1. No Planning Commission review — administrative process
outlined by Ordinance.
c. Determine the need for amendments per the guidance and discussion
of the Planning Commission
1. Ensure goal has been met for providing research/clarity
ii. Establish any proposed future needs for this subject.

2. Amend Section 17-7.1 (5) A 3 by removing the allowed freestanding sign
maximum of one per property and replace with the following options:

a. Add language to this section to support properties with more than one
business to have a conforming sign.

b. Add another numbered item to this section that speaks to properties
with more than one business as directed by the Planning Commission
at the time of this meeting.

c. Revise this section without adding another numbered item as directed
by the Planning Commission at the time of this meeting.

3. Establish an administrative process for the permitting of such signs as
defined by the Planning Commission
a. Add language to the section regarding the administrative process for
such applications as determined by the planning commission.

Current process: Sign permits are submitted as land use permits for the review of
the Zoning Administrator. Applicants are required to provide site plans,
dimensions, and locations of existing and proposed signs as part of the permit
application. For properties that have more than one business on a single parcel of
land, any signs exceeding the first freestanding onsite identification sign are only
permitted by approval of a “sign concept plan” which is routed administratively as
a Conditional Use Permit.

Planning Commission Direction: Please review the provided items for
discussion.

This report is for information purposes only, no recommendations are
proposed to City Council.




